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June 20, 2013

RE: Fatuma Mohamed

DOB: 01/01/1960

SSN: 653-36-0591

__________ #: 094-690-176

To Whom It May Concern:

Ms. Mohamed is a 53-year-old woman from Somalia who I have seen for evaluation of depression and cognitive impairment several times in April, May, and June of 2012. She moved to United States in 2005 and failed in multiple attempts to learn English language despite going to school for ESL classes. The patient reports that constant headache and anxiety were big problem for her. While in Somalia the patient was victim of military conflict. She eyewitnessed for her sons being executed and has received several head injuries with loss of consciousness. Now even though she lives on her own she relies heavily on help from her neighbors in activities of daily living such as shopping and managing her bills. Additionally, the patient is illiterate and has not received any type of formal education. She is unable to read or write or unable to do math on a very basic level, counting with her fingers. The mini mental status exam has never been performed due to limited diagnostic value with language limitations and illiteracy. When I examined her, the patient did demonstrate significant impairment in short memory, ability to repeat simple phrases or to memorize words for duration of five minutes. She was incapable of performing simple calculations. She demonstrated complete lack of understanding or ability to speak in English, and inability to read or write. The patient was diagnosed with history of traumatic brain injury and posttraumatic stress disorder and likely early onset of dementia or presenile dementia. In order to investigate her impairment more thoroughly, the patient would need neuropsychological testing preferably performed in her native language, which is extremely difficult to arrange. According to the patient’s son and her neighbors, the patient had very significant difficulty adjusting her to the new way of life and still unable to understand many concepts in her daily living. Likely there is a form of adjustment disorder as well. Due to above-mentioned conditions, in my opinion the patient is not able to learn or answer questions about American History and Civics.
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I have significant doubt that the patient is able to comprehend probably as far as understanding the meaning of __________. Unfortunately, I cannot comment and as I never questioned the patient in that regard. Perhaps, if presented in her own language and in very simple trans the patient will able to understand it.

Best regards,
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ALEXANDER FELDMAN, M.D.
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